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OUR GREEN RESOURCES
Aveeno

www.aveeno.com

Best Energy Power
www.bestenergypower.com

Borst Landscape & Design
www.borstlandscape.com

Bosch Home Appliances
www.boschappliances.com

CaesarStone US
www.caesarstoneus.com

Crossville Tiles
www.crossvilleinc.com

Culligan
www.culligan.com

Diamond Cabinets
www.diamondcabinets.com

EASYHEAT Inc.
www.easyheat.com

First Alert
www.firstalert.com

The Freshaire Choice® Paint
www.freshairechoice.com

GE Energy Smart™ CFL 
www.geconsumerproducts.com

Green Depot
www.greendepot.com

Kohler Co.
www.kohler.com

Lennox Hearth Products
www.lennoxhearthproducts.com

Lennox Industries
www.lennox.com

Leviton
www.leviton.com

MI Windows and Doors
www.miwd.com

Nemo Tile Company
www.nemotile.com

Noritz
www.noritz.com

Shaw Floors
www.shawfloors.com

Steven Winter Associates, Inc.
www.swinter.com

Terra Green
www.terragreenceramics.com

Velux America
www.veluxusa.com

www.goodhousekeeping.com

Green House Owner
Gad Demry

www.mikadevelopment.com

Green House Owner
Michael Kadosh

www.mekenterprisesllc.com

WHAT IS LEED FOR HOMES?
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
is the premier designation for green commercial and 
residential building in America. Developed by the U.S. Green 
Building Council (USGBC), LEED promotes the design and 
construction of high-performance, sustainable building. 

A LEED home: 
• uses less energy, water, and natural resources
• creates less waste
•  is a healthier living environment with less exposure 

to mold, mildew, and other indoor toxins
•  lowers the homeowner’s energy costs through 

improved efficiency and tight insulation 
•  provides environmental benefits such as reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and reducing waste in landfills

THE LEED RATIng SySTEM
Initiated in 2005, the LEED Rating System has four progressive levels 
of green: Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum. The level is established 
through a third-party verification process using a point-based system 
based on research and building science to determine a property’s 
energy and resource efficiency as well as its environmental impact. 

In this gut renovation, Good Housekeeping used the consulting 
services of Steven Winter Associates (SWA) in Norwalk, CT—one 
of the original 18 providers in the country chosen by the USGBC 
to handle the LEED for Homes third-party certification. Based 
on SWA’s evaluation, the 2008 Good Housekeeping Green House 
anticipates at least LEED Silver, making it the first LEED-
certified private residence in Manhattan. Should we achieve 
LEED Gold—well within reach—Good Housekeeping’s 3rd 
Annual Green House would be New York’s greenest home.

WHERE WE EARnED 
OUR LEED POInTS
LOcATIOn, LOcATIOn, LOcATIOn
They say real estate is all about location, and that makes 
Manhattan overall an excellent place for LEED for Homes projects. 
Our Green House was especially fortunate, earning LEED points for:

• proximity to public transportation
• not having a garage
• a large tree in front providing shade
• the relatively small backyard
• the proper building orientation for solar design

cOnSTRUcTIOn AnD InSULATIOn
LUMbER: Our plywood was FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) 
lumber, a process that uses faster wood growth and well-managed 
removal from the forests, and ensures proper reforestation. 
FSC lumber is available locally through green Depot.

cOncRETE: We used a mix with 50% fly ash, a by-product of 
coal-fired electric power generation and a highly polluting substance 
when not recycled. As a result, our carbon output was reduced at no 
additional cost to standard concrete; you can simply request fly ash 
content in concrete purchased at any home-improvement store.

InSULATIOn: We used Bonded Logic’s 100% cotton recycled 
denim insulation—a healthy and nontoxic alternative to conventional 
methods—available locally from green Depot. The insulation 
is made from the manufacturing of blue jeans, is totally safe, 
and can be installed without the use of gloves or masks. 

EnERgy EFFIcIEncy
WInDOWS: Good Housekeeping Seal–holder MI Windows and Doors
provided new BridgeWood windows, a top performer in thermal 
efficiency that also reduces the harmful effects of the sun’s UV rays 
from entering the home. BridgeWood’s naturally clean glass actually 
draws upon the sun’s UV rays to loosen the dirt, eliminating the need for 
harsh cleaning products. From a decorative standpoint, the chocolate 
exterior color complements the home’s brownstone character.

HEATIng AnD cOOLIng: LEED has stringent requirements and penalizes 
homeowners for overestimating their energy load. With our high-efficiency 
windows and insulation, we were able to significantly reduce our initial 
load estimate. We then installed four Lennox HVAC systems from the Dave 
Lennox Signature® Collection. These Energy Star–designated products 
carry the Good Housekeeping Seal and are designed to deliver lower 
energy bills, provide consistent comfort, reduce noise pollution, and help 
protect the environment through the use of eco-friendly refrigerants.

APPLIAncES: All the appliances in the kitchen and laundry room are 
from Good Housekeeping Seal–holder bosch, as is the 70-bottle wine 
cooler in the dining area. Bosch appliances are known for quiet operation 
and maximum performance, and all of its appliances carry the ENERGY 
STAR® designation, indicating that they meet the requisite standards 
for energy efficiency. Most Bosch products exceed these standards, to 
provide even greater energy savings. For example, the Nexxt 800 Laundry 
Series offer brand-exclusive features such as the washer’s ECOACTION™

setting, which decreases the temperature and amount of energy used 
during the wash cycle for energy savings of up to an additional 20%. The 
Integra® Refrigeration series offers eco-options such as Vacation Mode, 
which adjusts the temperature and disables water and lighting for more 
energy efficiency during your prolonged absence from the home. 

SkyLIgHTS: In the soaring master bathroom, we added skylights from VELUX
with solar-battery lightblock shades. The VELUX solar-powered shades use 
energy from the sun to recharge a built-in battery that provides as many as 500 
operations on a single charge, operates by remote control, and requires no wiring 
for installation or operation. ENERGY STAR® qualified, these fixed skylights bring 
much-needed light and warmth into an interior room through the power of the sun.

SOLAR PAnELS: Green House developers Gad Demry and Michael Kadosh are 
from Israel, where the scarcity of oil and water have made resource efficiency 
mandatory for decades. They added to the Green House’s LEED points by 
having Ronnie Mandler of best Energy Power install solar panels on the roof.

WATER
PLUMbIng: All bathroom fixtures were provided by kohler and 
utilize the latest technologies in water conservation. For example, 
their new dual-flush, high-efficiency toilet, KOHLER Persuade, is EPA 
WaterSense–labeled and can save up to 5,000 gallons of water a year 
compared with standard models. The new Kohler 1.75-gallon-per-minute 
shower sprays offer significant water savings without sacrificing the 
experience of luxurious water coverage provided by the stylish, oversized 
showerheads. Sinks in the kitchen, laundry room, and wet bar are also 
from Kohler, as is the brilliant Karbon articulated faucet on the wet bar, 
which offers a new level of versatility with signature Kohler style.

HOT WATER: For significant energy savings and hot water on demand, 
we installed a new superefficient model N-0841MC from noritz, the 
world’s leading manufacturer of tankless water heaters. Their small, 
sleek tankless system heats water as it passes through the unit and 
yields 93% energy efficiency, dramatically decreasing the production of 
carbon dioxide and thereby helping reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
The unit’s concentric venting allows the heater to be installed in small 
spaces (like in one of our master-bedroom closets) with limited air 
flow and requires no venting clearance. Noritz is sold only through 
professional wholesale channels to ensure professional-grade installation 
for maximum safety, high performance, and warranty coverage. 
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